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NEWS
President’s Message

2023 ANNUAL MEETING

This is it – my last message as the 

President of The ACTEC Foundation. 

These three years have been interesting 

to say the least – my first few meetings 
as ACTEC Foundation President were 
conducted virtually. In fact, all of The 

Foundation’s business was conducted virtually during 
the pandemic, a shift in culture felt throughout the world. 
The Foundation learned, as we all did, to exist as a virtual 
organization. It’s only now, in my last year, that we’ve been 
able to meet and conduct The Foundation’s business in 

person.

Over the last three years I have watched The Foundation 
grow and change. Increased awareness among donors to 
The Foundation has brought not only more opportunities 

to support a wider range of grantees, but also increased 
financial support. Over these last three years The 
Foundation has supported some outstanding grants, 

including:

1. The Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders Program, now in 
its eighth year, with ten former Dennis I. Belcher Young 
Leaders elected as ACTEC Fellows;

2. Updates to the ACTEC Commentaries to the Model 

Rules of Professional Conduct, scheduled for 

publication this year;

3. Continued support of the Student Editorial Board at 

Hofstra University;

4. The ACTEC Trust and Estate Talk Podcasts;

5. The Planning for a Diverse and Equitable Future video 

series, which won a 2022 Communicator Award;

6. The ACTEC Family Estate Planning Guide, which won a 
2022 Communicator Award;

7. Support of The Commons Law Center;

8. And so many more to promote scholarship and 

education in trust, estate, tax, and related areas of the 
law, by supporting scholarship to improve the law and 
by encouraging teaching, careers, and life-long learning 

in the area.

As The Foundation grows and changes into what I 
affectionately call “Foundation 3.0,” I know its successes 
will continue under the excellent stewardship of incoming 
President John T. Rogers, Jr. and the incredible Board of 

Directors. I look forward to The Foundation’s continuing 
growth in serving the trust and estate planning community 
of ACTEC Fellows, other attorneys, students, and the 
general public.

Thanks to all of you who have provided support of The 
ACTEC Foundation over my three years as President.

Yours sincerely,

 

Jeffrey C. Thede
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2023 MARY MOERS  
WENIG STUDENT  
WRITING COMPETITION
Deadline June 30, 2023

1st Prize winner receives a full tuition scholarship to  
the Heckerling Graduate Program in Estate Planning at  
the University of Miami School of Law for the 2023-2024  
or 2024-2025 academic year (candidates must apply  
and be admitted as full-time students to be considered  

for the scholarship), and a $5,000 award and publication  
in the ACTEC Law Journal.

2nd Prize winner receives a $3,000 award, online publication on The ACTEC  
Foundation’s website, and possible publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

3rd Prize winner receives a $1,000 award, online publication on The ACTEC  
Foundation’s website, and possible publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

Help give promising young students a future in trust and estate law.  
Please share this web page with your network:  

actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition

2022-2023 Fiscal Year 

Fundraising

The ACTEC Foundation is pleased to 

announce a record-breaking year of 

fundraising! As of January 31, 2023, The 

Foundation has raised over $170,000 in 

donations, with three months left to go in this 

fiscal year! Your support of the All College 

Campaign raised more than $74,000, 

enabling The ACTEC Foundation to continue 

its support of the programs that benefit 

students and young leaders in trusts and 

estates, professionals, the general public, 

and ACTEC Fellows.

Help Spread the Word!

The ACTEC  

Foundation  

virtual spring  
fundraiser  

is teed-up  

to begin  

in April!
Keep an  
eye out  

for details! 

http://actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition
http://actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition
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The ACTEC Foundation has provided the funding to  

produce over 250 Trust and Estate Talk podcasts that have  

been downloaded over 375,000 times!

This could not have been done without your support. 

THANK YOU!

ACTEC Foundation Donors 
Thank you to all of the Fellows who have supported The ACTEC Foundation  

from October 6, 2022, through January 25, 2023!

Susan L. Abbott

Stephen R. Akers

AmazonSmile

David A. Baker 

John J. Barnosky 
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Peter S. Gordon 

Joseph G. Gorman, Jr. 
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Margaret G. Lodise 
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R. Hugh. Magill 

R. David Marchetti 

Harry S. Margolis 

Richard A. Marone 

Stewart Andrew  
Marshall, II 

Steven F. Mattoon

Peter Matwiczyk 
Carlyn S. McCaffrey 
Howard M. McCue, III

continued next page

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF 
THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE
Contributions from October 6, 

2022 to January 25, 2023

Ronald D. Aucutt

In honor of Donna Braman  

and the rest of the excellent 
ACTEC staff!

Jeffrey C. Thede

H. Randolph Williams

IN MEMORIAM 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions from October 6, 
2022, to January 25, 2023

Dennis I. Belcher

Nancy G. Fax

L. Henry Gissel, Jr.

Rodney N. Houghton

Donald H. Kelley

Calvin B. Kirchick

Richard F. Lert

Frederick J. Mullen

Rudy L. Ogburn

Frank P. Reiche

James Robert Wade
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Carolyn W. Miller 

Jill L. Miller

Andrew Mitchell
Janet Wilson Moore 

Walter R. Morris, Jr. 

Peter T. Mott
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Mary F. Radford

Adam W. Randle 
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Paul I. Rosenberg 

Bruce S. Ross 

Wendy S. Rusch 

Lynn B. Sassin

Pam H. Schneider 

Schooley Law Firm
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Susan Kimsey Smith
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Greta E. Solomon

Barry F. Spivey
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Jeffrey C. Thede 
E. Diane Thompson 

Howard S. Tuthill, III 
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Suzanne Brown Walsh 
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Beverly J. Wik 

Melissa J. Willms

Tom D. Womack 

Richard D. Woods 

Glen A. Yale 

Eugene P. Zuspann, II 

ACTEC Foundation Donors continued

ACTEC FOUNDATION STAFF

ACTEC Foundation 

901 15th Street, NW 

Suite 525 

Washington, DC 20005

T: (202) 684-8460 

F: (202) 684-8459 

actecfoundation.org

President 

Jeffrey C. Thede 

(503) 416-6150 

jeff.thede@thede-culpepper.com

Executive Director 

Deborah McKinnon 

(202) 684-8460
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Membership and Foundation 

Director 

Amy Michaud 

(202) 684-8453 

amy.michaud@actec.org
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debbie.oberst@actec.org
(202) 684-8460
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Director
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(202) 465-8270

How to Contribute
The ACTEC Foundation is committed 

to promoting scholarship and 

education in trust, estate and tax law. 
Your contribution is tax-deductible.

Please join your colleagues in 

supporting The ACTEC Foundation 

through one or more of the following 
methods:

Online – Making an online 

contribution is simple, secure, and 

cost-efficient. Visit actecfoundation.
org/donate

Check – Make the check payable to 

“ACTEC Foundation” and mail to: 

The ACTEC Foundation 

P.O. Box 825922 

Philadelphia, PA 19182-5922 

Be sure to include where any 
acknowledgement should be sent.

Annual Membership Dues – When 

remitting ACTEC dues, consider 

adding an annual contribution to The 

ACTEC Foundation.

Stock Donations – The ACTEC 

Foundation can accept your gift 

of stocks or securities. Contact 

Membership and Foundation Director, 

Amy Michaud, at Amy.Michaud@
actec.org.

Matching Gifts – Your firm or 
company may “match” your donation 
to The ACTEC Foundation by doubling 

the dollar amount of charitable 

contributions through an employer 

matching gift program. Contact your 

firm’s benefits administrator for more 
information.

Planned Giving – Contact James D. 

Spratt, Jr., Esq. at (404) 523-3018 or 
jimspratt@djuriespratt.com if you 

would like information on how to 
name The Foundation as the recipient 

of a specific bequest under a will or 
trust; how to name The Foundation 
as a beneficiary under an IRA or 
other employee benefit plan; or 
how to name The Foundation as the 
beneficiary of a CRUT.

In Memoriam Tribute – Honor 

a colleague, friend or loved one 

with a memorial gift to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION TODAY!

http://actecfoundation.org
mailto:jeff.thede@thede-culpepper.com 
mailto:domckinnon@actec.org
mailto:amy.michaud@actec.org
mailto:Debbie.oberst%40actec.org%20?subject=
mailto:Rebecca.Vandall@actec.org 
https://actecfoundation.org/donate/
https://actecfoundation.org/donate/
mailto:Amy.Michaud%40actec.org?subject=
mailto:Amy.Michaud%40actec.org?subject=
mailto:jimspratt@bowdenspratt.com
https://apps.actecfoundation.org/donate-now

