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NEWS
President’s Message

2022 ANNUAL MEETING

I hope this message finds all of you 
in good health and looking forward 
to a wonderful year. Despite the 
challenges of the last two years, I am 
happy to report to you that The ACTEC 
Foundation continues supporting 

projects in the trust and estate field that make us all better 
practitioners, thanks to your generous donations. Our work 
would not be possible without your help.

At its October 2021 Virtual Meeting, The Foundation’s  
Board of Directors had the opportunity to review several 
grants. Of concern to the Board was the participants in the 
Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders program. Due to the 
pandemic, participants in recent years have not been able 
to fully enjoy the leadership opportunities this program 
provides. The Board agreed to allow participation in recent 
years an extended period of time to use the remaining 
funds in these grants to attend meetings such as the spring 
ABA RPTE meeting.

Also at the October meeting, the Board voted to support 
an additional year of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity 
Committee’s excellent video series, Planning for a Diverse 
and Equitable Future. If you have not had a chance to 
view February’s video, The Fight for Justice, Reparations 

and Bruce’s Beach, I urge you to do so and see page 2 
for details. It is a discussion with Kavon Ward, founder of 
Justice for Bruce’s Beach, and attorney George Fatheree 
III about their efforts to return that property to the heirs of 

the Bruce Family. Released to honor Black History Month, 
this video explores the historical injustice done to the Bruce 
family when their land was taken using Eminent Domain. 
The series posts a new video on the first Monday of every 
month – please be sure to tune in monthly for these 
thought-provoking videos.

Finally, The Board approved a second grant to  
support The Commons Law Center. This grant will help  
the Commons Law Center provide educational programs 
for the underserved population in Portland, Oregon 
regarding the potential services of estate planning 
attorneys. They will be recording videos with clients  
about the benefits of using estate planning tools in  
hopes of working with additional families. The Center  
will also conduct client workshops, such as a power of 
attorney workshop. This grant is structured as a challenge 
grant, requiring the Commons Law Center to raise a  
portion of the funds for the program from the Portland 
Housing Bureau and an additional amount from other 
donors prior to the release of The Foundation’s grant.  
The Foundation is pleased to be supporting this 
organization in its goal to provide estate planning  
services to the underserved population in Portland.

I urge you to join me in supporting The ACTEC Foundation.

Yours sincerely,

 

Jeffrey C. Thede
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Planning for a  
Diverse and Equitable 
Future Discusses 
National Topic

In 1912, Black entrepreneurs Charles and 
Willa Bruce purchased a beachfront 
property in Manhattan Beach, California. 
“Bruce’s Beach,” which included a dance  
hall and café, was a favorite destination 
resort for Black families. In 1927, eminent 
domain was used by the city of Manhattan 
Beach to seize the property with the plan 
to create a park. With increased national 
awareness and the Black Lives Matter 
movement, a renewed demand for justice 
propelled the issue into the state and 
national discussion. On September 30, 2021, 

California Governor Gavin Newsom signed Senate Bill No. 796, which cleared the path for 
the Bruce’s heirs to have the property returned to them.

In honor of Black History Month, the Planning for a Diverse and Equitable Future video 
series shared the story of Bruce’s Beach and interviewed the attorney and land-rights 
activist instrumental in bringing awareness and reparations for the property. It is a  
powerful video representative of the equality issues that the DE&I Committee is 
discussing. The ACTEC Foundation funded season I and II of the series. Please take 
15-minutes to watch the video and inform yourself of the issue: The Fight for Justice, 

Reparations and Bruce’s Beach.

MARY MOERS WENIG  
STUDENT WRITING  
COMPETITION
Deadline June 30, 2022.

First Prize — A Full Tuition Scholarship to the  
Heckerling Graduate Program in Estate Planning  

at the University of Miami School of Law for the  
2023-2024 or 2024-2025 academic year (candidates  
must apply and be admitted as full-time students  
to be considered for the scholarship), $5,000 award  
and publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

2nd Prize — $3,000 award, online publication on the ACTEC Foundation’s  
website, and possible publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

3rd Prize — $1,000 award, online publication on the ACTEC Foundation’s  
website, and possible publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

Help give promising young students a future in trust and estate law.  
Please share this web page with your network:  

actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition

2021-2022 
All College 
Campaign

The ACTEC Foundation 

is pleased to announce a 

record-breaking month of 

fundraising in November 

2021 as part of our All-

College Campaign! Your 

support of the All-College 

Campaign raised $48,176, 

our best month in more 

than ten years. These 

donations will enable 

The ACTEC Foundation 

to continue to support 

the programs that benefit 

the trust and estate 

profession, students and 

young leaders in the 

trust and estate field, 

the general public, and 

ACTEC Fellows.

Help Spread the Word!

http://actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition
http://actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition
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IN MEMORIAM CONTRIBUTIONS 2021
September 24, 2021 through February 7, 2022

Bradley E. Dugdale, Sr.

John Eckel

Charles Gilbert

L. Henry Gissel, Jr.

George W. Gregory

Marshall Groce

Rodney N. Houghton

John Arthur Jones

Stephen E. Kantor

Donald H. Kelley

Calvin B. Kirchick

Richard F. Lert

Stephen E. Martin 

Lloyd Leva Plaine

Frank P. Reiche

James I. Ridley

Seth Rubenstein

Cecil Scanlan

Carl Schuster

Ramsay H. Slugg

Judith F. Todd

John D. Valentine

Laura Wallace

3rd Annual ACTEC 

Foundation Derby

It’s time to don those fancy hats and 

fascinators and mix up a batch of  

mint juleps! The ACTEC Foundation  

3rd Annual Derby is set to open on  

April 4! Last year’s Derby, which 

honored beloved Foundation Past 

President L. Henry Gissel, Jr. was a  

nail-biter until the very last day, with 

jockeys Lora Davis from Texas and 

Charlie Nash from Florida battling it out 

to the finish line. You’ll want to get your 
bets in early to support your favorite 

jockey this year to ensure they have a 

good chance as we open the gates and 

let the jockeys and their steeds run!

2021 ACTEC Foundation Donors 
Thank you to all who have supported The ACTEC Foundation from  

September 24, 2021 through February 7, 2022!

Susan L. Abbott
Molly Dear Abshire
Stephen R. Akers
David J. Akin
AmazonSmile
Niris Todd Angkatavanich
Anonymous
Yvonne A. Ascher
Theodore B. Atlass
Ronald D. Aucutt
Susan Taxin Baer
Mary Jane Barrett
Susan T. Bart
Thomas Orr Barton
Paul J. Barulich
Leigh-Alexandra Basha
Judith M. Becker
Roger L. Beebe
Marsha W. Beidler
Bruce O. Bekkedahl
Norman J. Benford
Dana Bennett
Turney P. Berry
James B. Bertle
Nell King Bieger
Gary W. Bjelland
Watson B. Blair
Jonathan G. Blattmachr

Bruce H. Bokor
Robert D. Borteck
Steve A. Brand
Stephen Marc Breitstone
Gerard G. Brew
Kenneth P. Brier
J. Lee Brown
Lora L. Brown
Robert M. Brucken
Ann B. Burns
Ann N. Butenhof
Randal B. Caldwell
Alan L. Cates
Rita Bragg Caughman
Chang H. Chae
John M. Challis
Darcy J. Chamberlin
Christopher B. Hunt
Mark M. Christopher
Harwell E. Coale
Charles A. Collier
Dennis W. Collins
Richard B. Comiter
J. Michael Cooney
Richard B. Covey
Nancy Crow
M. Patricia Culler
Sara G. Curley

Mark W. Curnutte
Heywood H. Davis
Lora G. Davis
John Dedon a
J. Michael Deege
Richard L. Dees
Lauren Y. Detzel
W. Birch Douglass, III
Mitchell A. Drossman
Erik Dryburgh
David F. Edwards
Guy Storms Emerich
David M. English
Howard M. Esterces
Ann Meissner Flood
Albert M. Fortier
Debra L. Foster
Stanberry Foster Jr.
Charles D. (“Skip”) Fox IV
Gary B. Freidman
Thomas P. Gallanis
Richard R. Gans
Magdalen Gaynor
Wendy C. Gerzog
Harris A. Gilbert
Robert W. Goldman
Michael M. Gordon
Peter S. Gordon

Joseph G. Gorman, Jr.
William H. Gosline
Edward W. Grigg
Rhonda L. Griswold
Henry M. Grix
T. Randall Grove
Shannon G. Guthrie
Max Gutierrez
Richard L. Halbert
Robert L. Hallenberg
Philip J. Halley
Mark K. Harder
James C. Hardin, III
Robert Matthew Harper
Carol A. Harrington
Ellen M. Harrington
Louis S. Harrison
Robert W. Hastings, II
Jack W. Hawkins
Paul C. Heintz
Glenn A. Henkel
David R. Hermenze
Amy Morris Hess
Lynard C. Hinojosa
Joseph G. Hodges, Jr.
Dan W. Holbrook
Susan T. House
John W. Howald

Nancy E. Howard
Richard H. Howard-Smith
Jennifer K. Huckfeldt
Cristina Hug
Joshua E. Husbands
Elizabeth Holland 

Hutchins
Beth Shapiro Kaufman
The Kelley Law Group PL
Barry B. Kempson
Richard S. Kinyon
William D. Kirchick
Robert K. Kirkland
Trent S. Kiziah
Paula A. Kohut
Edward F. Koren
Robert M. Kunes
James D. Lamm
William R. Lane, Jr.
Mark A. Langan
Jonathan Lee
Terry James (“Jim”) Lee
Ann B. Lesk
Kristen M. Lewis
William J. Lindsay, Jr.
Lisa M. Line
Margaret G. Lodise

continued next page

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE
Contributions from September 24, 2021 to February 7, 2022

Ronald D. Aucutt

Ann Burns

Robert Crosby

Mickey Davis

Elder Law  
Committee Members

Danny and  
Rosalind Markstein

Deborah O. McKinnon

Virna Tavarez and  
the rest of the  

wonderful ACTEC  
staff as they help 
us through these 
challenging times

PLEASE SEND YOUR 

DONATION TODAY!

https://apps.actecfoundation.org/donate-now
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Stephanie Loomis-Price
Christin P. Lovegrove
Carla Lovell
R. Hugh. Magill
R. David Marchetti
Richard A. Marone
Steven F. Mattoon
Kevin Matz
Virginia A. McArthur
Katarinna McBride
Neill G. McBryde
The McCullough Group
John L. McDonnell
Jere D. McGaffey
William J. McGraw II
Deborah O. McKinnon
Michele A.W. McKinnon
Julia McVey
John F. Meck
Julia B. Meister
Louis A. Mezzullo
John T. Midgett
Steven K. Mignogna
Kevin D. Millard

Wilhelmina Dingemans 
Miller

Anne W. Mitchell
Karen M. Moore
Peter T. Mott
G. Barton Mowry
Robert S. Mucklestone
William G. Murray
Barry A. Nelson
Michael A. Neufeld
Hilary A. Newcomb
Hung Nguyen
Edward C. Northwood
Rudy L. Ogburn
Raymond K. Okada
William E. Olson
Duncan E. Osborne
Lynda C. Ottaway
L. Howard Payne
Stephanie Perry
Jennifer R. Pierce
Elizabeth T. Pierson
Jeffrey J. Pirruccello
Tara Anne Pleat

Tracy M. Potts
Donald P. Prehoda, Jr. 
Sandra Price 
Michaelle D. Rafferty 
John C. Ransmeier 
Robert G. Ray 
Charles A. Redd 
Carolyn Ann Reers 
Nancy B. Reimann 
David T. Riedel
John T. Rogers, Jr. 
Marjorie A. Rogers 
Paul I. Rosenberg 
Bruce S. Ross 
Andrew D. Rothstein 
Nancy Schmidt Roush 
Margaret E.W. Sager 
Lynn B. Sassin 
William Scanlan, Jr. 
Pam H. Schneider 
Senter, Stephenson, 

Johnson P.A. 
Cameron R. Seybolt 
Suzy Shaw

Mary E. Shearen
Virginia Symmes 

Sheehan
Kathleen R. Sherby
Roger L. Shumaker
Anita J. Siegel
Stacy E. Singer
George L. Smith
Susan Kimsey Smith
Rebecca Smitherman
Greta E. Solomon
Clare H. Springs
Robert M. St. John
Lee M. Stautberg
Jeanine Steffy
Benton C. Strauss
Rees M. Sumerford
Thomas P. Sweeney
Luke Thomas Tashjian
Robert E.  

Temmerman, Jr.
John A. (“Jack”) Terrill, II
Jeffrey C. Thede
E. Diane Thompson
Jeffrey E. Thompson

J. David Tracy
Howard S. (“Terry”)

Tuthill, III
Margaret Van Houten
Mary E. Vandenack
R. Eric Viehman
Christine Wakeman
James R. Walker
Melissa P. Walker
Harvey B. Wallace, II
John A. Wallace
Amiel Z. Weinstock
Robert A. Well
Susan S. Westerman
Beverly J. Wik
Dirk A. Williams
James A. Williams
Ann T. Wilson
Leonard J. Witman
Harry W. Wolff, Jr.
Tom D. Womack
Richard D. Woods
Geraldine A. Wyle Overr
Randall M.L. Yee
Eugene P. Zuspann, II

ACTEC FOUNDATION STAFF

ACTEC Foundation 
901 15th Street, NW 
Suite 525 
Washington, DC 20005

T: (202) 684-8460 
F: (202) 684-8459 
actecfoundation.org

President 
Jeffrey C. Thede 
(503) 416-6150
jeff.thede@thede-culpepper.com

Executive Director 
Deborah McKinnon 
(202) 684-8460
domckinnon@actec.org

Membership and Foundation 
Director 
Amy Michaud 
(202) 684-8453
amy.michaud@actec.org

Controller
Deborah Oberst, CPA
Debbie.oberst@actec.org
(202) 684-8460

Digital Marketing Director 
Suzy Shaw 
(443) 540-9928
suzy.shaw@actec.org

How to Contribute
The ACTEC Foundation is committed to 
promoting scholarship and education 
in trust, estate and tax law. Your 
contribution is tax-deductible.

Please join your colleagues in 
supporting The ACTEC Foundation 
through one or more of the following 
methods:

Online – Making an online contribution 
is simple, secure, and cost-efficient.  
Visit actecfoundation.org/donate

Check – Make the check payable to 
“ACTEC Foundation” and mail to The 
ACTEC Foundation, 901 15th Street, 
NW, Suite 525, Washington, DC 
20005. Be sure to include where any 
acknowledgement should be sent.

Amazon Smile – Select The  
ACTEC Foundation as your beneficiary 
when you are shopping on  
smile.amazon.com. For eligible 
purchases at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5 percent of the purchase price to The 
ACTEC Foundation.

Annual Membership Dues – When 
remitting ACTEC dues, consider adding 
an annual contribution to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

Stock Donations – The ACTEC 
Foundation can accept your gift 
of stocks or securities. Contact 
Membership and Foundation  
Director, Amy Michaud, at  
Amy.Michaud@actec.org

Matching Gifts – Your firm or company 
may “match” your donation to The 
ACTEC Foundation by doubling 
the dollar amount of charitable 
contributions through an employer 
matching gift program. Contact your 
firm’s benefits administrator for more 
information.

Planned Giving – Contact James 
D. Spratt, Jr., Esq. at (404) 523-3018
or jimspratt@bowdenspratt.com if
you would like information on how to
name the Foundation as the recipient
of a specific bequest under a will or
trust; how to name the Foundation as
a beneficiary under an IRA or other
employee benefit plan; or about how to
name the Foundation as the beneficiary
of a CRUT.

In Tribute – Honor a colleague or friend 
or make a memorial gift for a loved on 
to the ACTEC Foundation.

2021 ACTEC Foundation Donors continued
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